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Our Mission 

 

We believe that quality of life  
and the health of the environment  
are interdependent and that an  
understanding of nature improves  
the lives of individuals.  
 
We provide educational opportunities 
and interactive experiences that  
inspire people to be good stewards  
of their communities and the world . 

Staff  
Melinda Carmichael       Executive Director  
Paul Carmichael       Associate Director  
Nancy Baker-Cazan Education Coordinator  
Kim Brown  Wildlife Specialist 
Sarah Carmichael Visitor Services Manager 
Kathy Forsyth  Education Coordinator Assistant 
Michael George  Volunteer Coordinator 
Beth Karapandzich Marketing Director 
Rose Nero  Butterfly House Supervisor 
Mark Staib                      Master Craftsman 
Tiffany Stephens  Senior Assistant to Directors 
Shirley Stephenson Visitor Services Assistant 
Kathy Windham  Head Gardener 
Melissa Zucker  Bookkeeper  
+ Seasonal Butterfly House & Grounds Attendants 
  

Board of Directors 
Becky Callahan         President 
Perry Mann         Vice President 
Dan Callahan           Treasurer 
Rebecca Lewis          Secretary  
 

Trustees 
Allison Allsopp  
Paul Carmichael  
William Downs   
Robert Frato 
Diane Johnson Keller 
Craig Sonntag 
 

ñOne way to open your eyes to natures beauty is to ask yourself, ñWhat if I had never seen this before?    
  What if I knew I would never see it again?ò    ~ Rachel Carson 
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Focused & 
Committed 
 

Our primary goal  
is to educate and  
inspire people to  
better their lives  
by celebrating and 
protecting the living 
world around them.  



Nature Play 
 

Being surrounded by nature and  
natural items provides infinite benefits  
to children. Nature instills in everyone a 
sense of beauty and calmness. It exposes  
us to things that are alive and growing  
and promotes curiosity and exploration.  
 
Research shows that children who play 
outside are more physically active, more 
creative, less aggressive, and show better 
concentration.  
 
While playing outside children use their 
natural tendencies to become scientists, 
mathematicians, authors and illustrators, 
storytellers, artists, inventors, problem  
solvers, and thinkers.  

 

~  Thank You  ~ 
 

To The Hoover Foundation & Numerous Volunteers, Staff & Anonymous Donors 
 

For making the new nature playground ñNature Playceò a reality. 
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